WBC Clean Boxing Program (CBP)
Testing and Results Management Guidelines

I.

Boxers Eligible for and Subject to Out-of-Competition and In-Competition Testing
A.

Overview

The following sets forth the out-of-competition and in-competition anti-doping testing protocols
of the World Boxing Council (“WBC”). The protocols and the accompanying rules and
regulations herein (the “WBC Clean Boxing Program”, or “CBP”) apply to any boxer eligible to
compete in a WBC-sanctioned contest (each, an “Eligible Boxer”) who shall be subject to testing
based on the parameters set forth herein and to all protocols and rules of the WBC and CBP.
The CBP is an additional program with respect to the mandatory after-the-bout anti-doping test
required by the WBC Rules & Regulations for all WBC championship bouts, which is conducted
and overseen by the local commission of the locality where a bout takes place.
The Voluntary Anti-Doping Association (“VADA”) is the administrator of the CBP collection
and testing processes. The WBC shall always have the right and option to associate, cooperate,
and partner with VADA and any other organization necessary for the implementation, operation,
administration, or optimization of the CBP and its protocols.
Each of the following shall be considered or become an Eligible Boxer subject to testing under
the CBP:

II.

1.

Any boxer who as of January 1 of each year is a WBC World Champion;

2.

Any boxer who as of January 1 of each year is ranked in the top 15 in the WBC
World Ratings or who throughout the year becomes ranked in the top 15 in the
WBC World Ratings;

3.

Any boxer who becomes eligible to challenge for a WBC World Championship
bout through a WBC ruling; or

4.

Any boxer who does not fall within conditions 1-3 above but who voluntarily
submits to become an Eligible Boxer under these protocols.

Testing Protocol and Frequency

An Eligible Boxer will be subject to the CPB’s anti-doping testing at any time or day, using any
such process, frequency, or collection and testing protocol that VADA may determine in its sole
discretion. Boxers to be tested and the day and times of such testing may be determined by
VADA in any manner VADA determines either by deliberate selection in their sole discretion or
by such random selection process as they may choose, and with or without reasonable cause.
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If an Eligible Boxer or the Eligible Boxer’s representatives fails to acknowledge and comply
with the CBP protocols, the WBC shall have the sole and exclusive right to take such actions as
it may deem necessary and proper in its sole discretion, including deeming such non-compliance
as an Adverse Finding and the Eligible Boxer shall be subject to any and all penalties
corresponding to a doping violation.
III.

Compliance Responsibility

Responsibility for strict compliance and adherence to all WBC anti-doping requirements shall be
the sole and exclusive responsibility of each Eligible Boxer. An Eligible Boxer may not be
excused from strict compliance and adherence with these anti-doping rules and regulations by
claiming ignorance of such requirements, or by relying upon the Boxer’s representatives,
including but not limited to medical or legal advisors, or any manager, promoter, agent or
consultant. Once a boxer has become an Eligible Boxer thus subject to these protocols, the WBC
shall have full authority and sole discretion in all anti-doping matters.
If an Eligible Boxer or the Eligible Boxer’s representatives fail to acknowledge and comply with
these protocols, the WBC shall have the sole and exclusive right to take such actions as it may
deem necessary and proper in its sole discretion, including deeming such non-compliance as a
positive finding of a doping violation.
IV.

Review of Results

VADA shall select or approve such testing laboratories that VADA deems, in its sole discretion,
as meeting the standards set forth herein. Samples collected under the protocols set forth herein
shall be tested and analyzed at such Laboratory according to the following standards.
VADA shall report all CBP testing results to the following parties: (1) the Boxer and his or her
designated representative; (2) the WBC; (3) the commission(s) where the Boxer is licensed; (4) a
national association of boxing commissions if one exists; and (5) in case of in-competition
testing, the Boxer’s opponent and his or her representatives and the local commission that is
overseeing the bout.
A.

An “Adverse Analytical Finding” is defined as a report from VADA that identifies
in a sample the presence of a prohibited substance or its metabolites or markers
(including elevated quantities of endogenous substances) or evidence of the use of
a prohibited method.

B.

Upon receipt of an A Sample Adverse Analytical Finding1, VADA shall conduct a

1 As a matter of course, each sample collected from a Boxer will be divided into an “A Sample” and a “B Sample”.
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preliminary review to determine whether (1) the Adverse Analytical Finding is
consistent with an applicable Therapeutic Use Exemption (“TUE”), or (2) there
has occurred any factually supported departure from laboratory standards.

V.

C.

If VADA’s initial review of the Adverse Analytical Finding does not reveal an
applicable TUE or departure from laboratory standards that caused the Adverse
Analytical Finding, VADA shall promptly notify the WBC and the parties listed
above of the A Sample Adverse Analytical Finding.

D.

VADA shall also notify the Boxer of (a) the A Sample Adverse Analytical
Finding; (b) the Boxer’s right to promptly request the analysis of the B Sample;
and (c) the Boxer’s right to be represented at the opening of the B Sample.

E.

If after notice the Boxer fails to promptly exercise the right to request the analysis
of the B Sample, the WBC may deem that the Boxer has waived the right for the
B Sample to be analyzed, and the WBC may rely and act upon the Adverse
Analytical Finding of the A Sample alone or direct VADA to proceed with the
analysis of the B Sample.

F.

If after notice the Boxer fails to promptly notify VADA of his or her wish to
exercise the right to be represented at the opening of the B Sample, the WBC may
deem that the Boxer has waived that right.

F.

An “Atypical Finding” is defined as a report from VADA that further
investigation is warranted. This may occur in the case of samples containing
prohibited substances that are produced endogenously. VADA will conduct an
investigation into the cause of any Atypical Findings, and the Boxer is hereby
deemed to agree to assist in any such investigation, including submission to
further testing.

Standards of Proof

Sufficient proof of a doping violation is established by either of the following: presence of a
prohibited substance or its metabolites or markers in the Eligible Boxer’s A Sample when the
Eligible Boxer waives analysis of the B Sample and the B Sample is not analyzed; or when the
Eligible Boxer’s B Sample is analyzed and the analysis of the Boxer’s B Sample confirms the
presence of the prohibited substance or its metabolites or markers found in the Eligible Boxer’s A
Sample.
The WBC may in its discretion choose to have the B Sample analyzed even if the Boxer does not
request the analysis of the B Sample, if the WBC has deemed that the Eligible Boxer has waived
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the right to be represented at the opening of the B Sample. The WBC may establish that a
doping violation has been committed if it finds that analysis of the B Sample is being unduly
delayed.
Alternatively, the WBC may accept the results of the B Sample analysis upon a ruling by the
WBC that the Eligible Boxer waived the right to be represented at the opening of the B Sample
because the conditions of the Eligible Boxer`s request to be represented at the opening of the B
Sample were unreasonable.
The WBC shall always have the right and option to apply the following standards of proof:
A.

The presence of any quantity of a prohibited substance or its metabolites or
markers in an Eligible Boxer’s sample shall constitute a violation of WBC CBP,
except for those substances for which a quantitative threshold is specifically
identified in the VADA/CBP List of Banned Substances and the analysis indicates
such a substance is below the applicable quantitative threshold.

B.

The WBC may also establish special criteria for the evaluation of prohibited
substances that can also be produced endogenously.

C.

The success or failure of an Eligible Boxer’s use of a prohibited substance or
prohibited method has no effect on the WBC’s authority and right to act upon
positive results hereunder. It is sufficient that the prohibited substance or
prohibited method was present, or attempted to be used, for a violation of the CBP
to be committed.

D.

A violation of the CBP may also be established by other reliable means, such as
admissions by the Eligible Boxer, witness statements, documentary evidence,
conclusions drawn from longitudinal profiling, or other analytical information that
would not otherwise satisfy all the requirements to establish a doping violation.
For example, the WBC may deem that a doping violation exists based upon
reliable analytical data from the analysis of an A Sample (without confirmation
from an analysis of a B Sample) or from the analysis of a B Sample alone where
the laboratory provides a satisfactory explanation for the lack of confirmation in
the other sample.

E.

Possession of a prohibited substance or method will constitute a doping violation,
unless the Boxer establishes that the possession is pursuant to a TUE that has been
granted by the WBC CBP, the athletic commission in a jurisdiction where the
Boxer is licensed, or other justification the WBC finds acceptable at its sole
discretion.
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VI.

F.

A “Whereabouts” failure (that is, the failure of a Boxer or the Boxer’s
representatives to ensure that the WBC CBP is at all times aware of the boxer’s
location and availability for testing) may also constitute a violation of the CBP
and warrant sanctions as set forth above.

G.

The WBC’s decision on penalties resulting from violations of the standards of
proof herein is final under the terms and conditions of the CPB. Further, the
WBC shall have complete discretion to rule on culpability as set forth below and
under the WBC Rules & Regulations.

H.

For the avoidance of all doubt, because issues may arise as to whether: (i) a
boxer’s exposure to prohibited substances was intentional; (ii) such substance(s)
provided the boxer with a competitive advantage; (iii) the testing procedure was
reliable; (iv) other factors should be considered; the WBC does not therefore
employ or adhere to a “strict liability” standard in anti-doping matters. In each
case, the WBC may in its discretion consider all factors in making a determination
regarding responsibility, relative fault, and penalties, if any.

I.

The WBC shall treat each case in which the standard of proof set forth herein is
applied as independent of any other case pending under any other anti-doping
program. Each case will therefore be subject to an in-depth independent
investigation free general assumptions of guilt or any discriminatory practices.

Dissemination of Applicable Sanctions

Results and sanctions shall be subject to dissemination as follows:
A.

The WBC shall report any penalties it may impose upon a Boxer to the
commission(s) in any jurisdiction worldwide where the Boxer is licensed and
which oversaw or regulated the bout that lead to the result.

B.

Further, the WCB shall always have the right and option to send any WBCimposed penalties or other measures to:
1.

Any official boxing record keeping organization or suspension database;

2.

Any other regulatory or governing body recognized by the WBC;

3.

Any opponent of the boxer or such boxer’s representatives; and
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4.
B.

VI.

The public at large.

The WBC shall always have the right and option to, independently or in
cooperation with any other organization, take action for the purpose of levying
penalties or any other sanctions against an Eligible Boxer whom the WBC
determines has violated the WBC CBP.

Violations of the WBC CBP
A.

Sanctions

A doping violation or another violation of WBC CBP may result in immediate: (1) suspension of
the Boxer for competition in any WBC-sanctioned event including any WBC affiliated
organization2; (2) removal of the Boxer from the WBC ratings; and (3) any other sanction
contemplated in the WBC Rules & Regulations in place at the time of the violation including, but
not limited to, the sanctions contemplated in WBC Rules 4.39 and 4.41.
B.

Degrees and Categories of Violations

The WBC shall always have the right and option to establish categories of violations, based upon
the type, magnitude, effect, and culpability of the violation. Any WBC-imposed penalties herein
below, may be concurrent or alternative, at the sole option and discretion of the WBC.
1.
Suspensions: upon determining that the violation warrants a suspension
from competition in any WBC-sanctioned event including any WBC
affiliated organization, the WBC may impose the following terms of
suspension:
a.
b.
c.
d.
2.

Up to 6 months,
Up to 1 year;
Up to 2 years, and
Up to 3 years.

Medical Evaluations and Testing Program: concurrent with the suspension,
or as a condition to lift the suspension, the WBC may order the Boxer to:
a.
Undertake a WBC-approved medical evaluation; and/or
c.
Work with VADA to set up a post-violation testing protocol for the
Boxer with the frequency and conditions established between
VADA and the WBC, at the Boxer’s sole cost and expense.

2 The word “suspension” from this point forward means only suspension from competition in any WBC-sanctioned
event, including any WBC affiliated organization.
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3.

C.

Fines: in addition to the suspension, or as a condition to allow the boxer to
again compete in WBC-sanctioned events, including any WBC affiliated
organization, the WBC may order the Boxer to pay a fine.

Authority

The WBC shall always have the right and option to hold a hearing to determine the category of
violation, in which the Boxer or Boxer’s representatives shall be invited to participate.
The WBC decision on doping matters shall be final, under the terms and conditions of the WBC
Rules & Regulations.
VII.

Dispute Resolution

The WBC Claims & Appeal Procedures as set forth in the Article V of the WBC Rules &
Regulations ("Article V") shall govern any and all disputes arising from the WBC CBP. By
participating in the WBC CBP all parties expressly subject themselves to the mandates of Article
V and to the jurisdiction of the Court of Arbitration in Sport.
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